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peared in English translations, as The Ocean
World, The World before the Deluge, The Day
after Death, and others.

Figurate Numbers, in mathematics a
series of numbers which may or do represent
some geometrical figure, in relation to which
they are ahvays considered as triangular, pyra-
midal, hcxiijional, etc.. numbers.

Figurehead, Ship's, a bust or full-length
figure placed over the cut-water of a ship im-
mediately under the bowsprit. Great expense
was formerl}r lavished on their decoration; a
master carver superintended the embellish-
ment of stern and prow. A number of the
older frigates in the U. S. navy had hand
somely carved figureheads in which the name
of the vessel suggested some allegorical treat-
ment.

Figwort, a name given to various members
of the genus Scrophularia, the characteristic
features of which are a five-lobed calyx, a
nearly globose corolla, the upper lip of which
is two-lobed and the lower three-lobed, and a
capsule opening with two valves, the edges of
which are turned in.

Fiji, a group of islands in the Pacific, from j
200 to 250 in all, about 1,900 m. n.e. of Syd- i
ney, Australia; total area, including Rotuma, i
7A35 sq. m. About eighty of the islands are i
inhabited. On the windward or s.e, side, the
islands are clothed with dense forest and
jungle; on the lee side is grass land, more
lightly timbered. The climate is cool for the
tropics; there is rain all the year; the driest
period is from April to October. There are
millions of cocoanut palms; sugar, copra, ba-
nanas, pineapples, colonial distilled spirits,
turtle-shell, be'che-de-mer, etc., are exported.
Dark and frizzly-haired, the Fijians are Me-
lanesians, with a Polynesian strain in the east.
Fiji is British, and is administered by a gov-
ernor appointed by the crown, assisted by a
legislative council; p. 205,379. In 1942 U.S.
armed forces were based on Fiji, having taken
over the defence of the islands from New
Zealand troops.

Filariasis, a parasite found in the blood,
lymph, and other fluids of the human body.
The filaria whose life history is best under-
stood at present, is Filaria Bancroft^ a slender,
spiral, snakelike form, infesting human lym-
phatics in tropical and semi-tropical countries.
When a form of filariasis arises, it seems to be
due to a blocking of lymphatics, either by the
adult or by the embryo. Hence arise chyluria,
elephantiasis, lymphangitis, and other lym-
phatic diseases, described under their respec-
tive headings.

Filberts are distinguished from hazel-nuts
by the prolongation of the husk beyond the
point of the nut within. They can be gro>m
successfully on almost any soE.

Filberts.
i, Section of fruit; 2, nut.
Fildes, Sir Luke (1844-1927), English art-
ist, was born at Liverpool. After having illus-
trated books and magazines for several years,
he applied himself to painting; he is chiefly
known for his painting The Doctor, 1892, now
in the Tate Gallery.
File, a steel implement used for smooching
rough surfaces by abrasion. It is usually fitted
into a wooden handle for ease in manipulation,
the portion which enters the wood being known
as tie ftang.' Its working surface is covered
by a series of more or less parallel ridges which
are produced by the cuts of a chisel. The file
is said to be 'single-cut' or 'float* if a single
series of parallel ridges covers its surface;
'double-cut* if these are crossed obliquely by
a second and finer set. 'Single-cut* files are
used for working brass and copper, 'double-
cut' for iron and steel.
Filene, Edward A. (1860-1937), mer-
chant, was born in Salem, Mass. Largely
through his efforts were organized the Cham-
ber of Commerce of Boston and that of the
United States. He served as president of
William Filene's Sons Co.; Chairman of the
Industrial Relations Committee; Chairman
of the War Shipping Committee; organizer
of European Peace Awards.
File-fish, a member of the genus Mona-
canthus of tropical and semi-tropical bony
fishes. The body is covered with small, rough
scales so that the skin can be used for polish-
ing, while eight strong teeth are present in
both jaws. Certain species occur .on the
southerly coasts of the TJnitecl States, and the